[A case of tracheoesophageal fistula cured by surgical therapy after blunt trauma received 38 years ago].
We experienced a case of tracheoesophageal fistula successfully cured by surgical therapy after blunt trauma received 38 years ago. A 71-year-old man was injured blunt trauma at right chest by traffic accident in 1960, and was treated for pneumothorax and ribs fracture. In April, 1998, the patient came to the hospital for hemoptysis. Tracheoesophageal fistula at membranous wall 3 cm upper from the carina was diagnosed and operation was performed. Severe adhesion at 3 cm upper from carina was thought to be fistula. Incision was made at lateral esophageal wall and the fistula was confirmed at the esophageal anterior wall and the esophagus was cut in a circle around the fistula. Trachea was closed 1 layer sutures using esophageal all layers and esophagus was closed with 2 layer sutures. A pedicled 4th intercostal muscle was interposed between the tracheal and esophageal suture lines. Prevention of tracheal stenosis was possible without resection of fistula and closure of trachea using esophageal all layers. This operation was seemed to be effective. This case is supposed to be the longest delay between time of injury and its repair in the world.